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The molecular reinscription of race: unanticipated
issues in biotechnology and forensic science
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group than in another, in March 2001 the FDA approved a full-scale clinical
trial, the first to be conducted exclusively in black men and women suffering
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law enforcement officers in forty-eight participating states over the ensu-
ing decade. The project was designed to alert police and other law
enforcement officials as to the ‘likely profiles’ of those who should be
stopped and searched for possible drug violations. High on the list were
young, male African Americans and Latinos driving in cars that signal-
led that something might be amiss. For example, a nineteen-year-old
African American driving a new Lexus would sound an ‘obvious’ alarm
because the assumption is that the family could not afford such a car, and
that the driver must therefore be ‘into drugs’. In a study of the I-95
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The work of Ian Evett et al. , Alex Lowe et al.
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Americans of West African descent. But in the world of cost-effective
decision-making, genetic screening for these disorders is routinely based on
commonsense versions of the phenotype. The same is true with regard to the
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While thirty-nine states permit the expunging of samples if charges are

dropped, almost all of those states place the burden of initiating the
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Britain has been in the vanguard of these developments, but there is every

indication that this will not be so for long.21
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few miles away), then, even if the fraternity members’ DNA is in the
databank, they will not be subject to the same level of matching or of


